
Read Like 
a Detective!

GRADE 3

Sample Week
	 •	Sleuth	selection

	 •		Leveled	instruction	from	

the	Teacher's	Edition



Unlock	the
What is  
Reading Street Sleuth?
Reading Street Sleuth	is	a	brand	new	text	that	

can	be	used	during	small	group	instruction.	

Weekly,	short,	high-interest,	complex	text	

has	an	appropriate	balance	of	40%	fiction	and	

60%	nonfiction	and	is	written	to	the	Lexile	

grade	level	bands	suggested	by	the	Common	

Core	State	Standards.	The	goal	of	Reading 

Street Sleuth	is	to	build	inquisitive	readers	

and	activate	students’	natural	curiosity	by	

encouraging	them	to	Read	Like	a	Detective!

How does someone  
Read Like a Detective?
Follow	the	four	Super	Sleuth	Steps:

	 1.	 Look for Clues	in	the	form	 

of	textual	evidence.

	 2.		Ask Questions—a	key	to	becoming	

inquisitive	readers.	Students	need	to	 

learn	to	evaluate	the	quality	of	the	

questions	they	ask.	

	 3.		Make Your Case	by	using	clues	to	take	

a	side,	draw	a	conclusion,	or	provide	a	

convincing	argument.	

	 4.		Prove It	through	a	performance	task	 

that	demonstrates	understanding	of	text.

Our noses are a treat for our senses. They inhale 

the delicious smells of baking cookies and sizzling 

bacon. They also alert us to danger, such as toast 

burning in a toaster.

Animals also use their noses to smell. However, 

some animals use their noses for much more. Have 

you ever thought about these animals and their odd-

shaped noses?

Elephants have a very familiar odd-shaped nose. 

An elephant’s nose, or trunk, is used for touching, 

tasting, breathing, and drinking. An elephant uses its 

nose to keep cool in the hot sun. The elephant also 

uses its nose to get food that cannot be reached 

without its long trunk.
The elephant  

nose fish is much 

smaller than a huge 

elephant. However, its 

“nose” stands out 

just the same. 

Elephant nose 

fish can be 

found in muddy waters in Africa. This 

fish uses its long “nose” to find food in 

the mud. 

Elephant Nose Fish
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The hammerhead shark 

uses its nose to find prey too. 

The shark’s favorite meal is 

stingrays. A hammerhead 

uses its snout to dig stingrays 

out of their hiding places in 

the sand. 

Then there’s the star-

nosed mole. This animal has 

one bizarre nose! Its nose is 

covered with 22 tentacles. 

These tentacles help the mole 

find its food really quickly. 

Insects and worms are a mole’s 

favorite meal. With this nose, 

worms and insects can’t hide! 

This is definitely a nose that knows.

Sleuth Work

Gather Evidence What details help you understand that 

noses are used for more than smelling? List three details.

Ask Questions What questions would you want to 

research to discover more about one of these animals? 

Write three questions.

Make Your Case Which of these animals has the most 

interesting nose? Support your answer by listing details 

from the article.

Hammerhead Shark

Star-nosed Mole

21
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Mrs. Rodriguez asked her students to turn in their homework. Cora’s stomach sank because she didn’t have her homework. She remembered to do it, but she forgot to put it in her backpack. It was still sitting on the kitchen table. 
“Cora,” Mrs. Rodriguez said, “did you forget to  

do your homework again?” “No,” Cora looked down at her feet. “I did the 
homework, but I left it at home.” “I’m sorry to hear that, Cora,” Mrs. Rodriguez 

said. “Bring it in tomorrow, but you will lose five 
points.” 

That night the phone rang. “Hello, Mrs. 
Rodriguez,” Cora heard her mother answer. This 
cannot be good, Cora thought. “Of course, I will talk to Cora.” “Cora,” Mama said, “Mrs. Rodriguez says your 

missing and late assignments are going to affect your 
grade. That’s a problem.”24
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“I’m sorry,” Cora said. “I’m always in such a rush 
in the morning. It’s hard to remember everything.” 

“Cora, rather than being sorry,” Mama said, “I 
want you to solve this problem. You’re too smart to let 
a lack of organization get in the way of good grades.” 

“What can I do, Mama?” Cora asked. “Let’s think of some ways you can be more 
organized,” Mama said. Cora came up with three solutions to her problem:

1. Write down my assignments. 2.  Get ready for school the night before. 3.  Have Mama double-check my  homework. 
Three weeks later, Cora brought  home her report card. Mama gave  her a hug. Cora’s solutions had worked! 

Sleuth Work
Gather Evidence Cora has been disorganized for a while. Write two details from the story that let you know about this problem.

Ask Questions What questions might the teacher have asked Cora to help understand why 
Cora’s homework wasn’t turned in on time? Write  
two questions. 
Make Your Case Do you think Cora’s solutions would 
work for everyone? Write your opinion and support it  
with at least two reasons. 
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It was time for the school elections.  

Each class voted on who would represent  

it in the school congress. A committee was formed of 

third, fourth, and fifth graders. Its job was to choose 

the best voting process. Everyone had ideas about 

how the voting should be done.

Anton, a fifth grader, thought everyone should 

fill out a ballot. The voting station would be in the 

school cafeteria. At lunch, each student would write 

a candidate’s name on a piece of paper and put it 

into a box. Then the votes would be counted.

Nisha, a fourth grader, thought that each class  

should vote for a representative. Then each grade  

would vote for those winners to select a 

representative for each grade.

Scotty, a third grader, thought that each 

grade should have an assembly to choose 

its representative. Someone would call out a 

candidate’s name. Then students would raise 

their hands if they wanted that person to 

26
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represent them. The person who got the most hands 

raised would be the winner.

The students went round and round about what 

they should do. Finally, they asked a teacher for her 

thoughts. “We’re having a hard time agreeing  

on the voting process for the  

election,” they said to the  

teacher.

“Why not vote on it?”  

asked Mrs. Hanson.

Gather Evidence The election 

committee had several ideas for the voting 

process. How were they all alike? Write 

details that support this.

Ask Questions When the committee 

asked the teacher for help, what questions 

might she have asked the committee to 

help it reach a decision? Write two of 

those questions.

Make Your Case Which method of 

voting do you think is the best? Why? 

Write your opinion and give a reason to 

support it. 27
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Mysteries
of	Text!

Where do the four  
Super Sleuth Steps lead?
They	lead	to	Common	Core!	At	the	heart	of	the	Reading 

Street Sleuth	is	the	Common	Core	goal	of	close	reads.		

Students	perform	close	reads	to	find	evidence	in	order	to	

form	an	opinion	or	argument	and	express	it	through	writing	

and	other	performance	tasks.	

Who can be a Sleuth?
Everyone!	The	overarching	goal	of	the	Common	Core	State	

Standards	is	for	all	students	to	read	increasingly	complex	text.	

Reading Street Sleuth	provides	that	access	for	everyone	with	

appropriate,	scaffolded	instruction	in	your	Teacher’s	Edition.	

	 •	Below-Level

	 •	On-Level

	 •	Advanced

Access for All Day 4

Pearson eText
•	Student	Edition
•	Reading Street Sleuth
•	Leveled	Reader	Database

Build Word Knowledge
Practice Selection Vocabulary
 

Team Talk LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT Have	children	practice	using	the	selection	vocabulary.	Ask	questions	such	as:	Are hummingbirds	something	to	fear?	Why?	Turn	and	talk	to	your	partner	about	this.	Be	prepared	to	explain	your answers.

Allow	children	time	to	discuss	each	word.	Ask	for	examples	and	rephrase	for usage when necessary or to correct for understandings. Use the Student Edition to provide visual support.

Text-Based Comprehension
READ ALOUD “The Friendly Cactus” Lead 	children	in	a	choral	reading	of	“The	Friendly	Cactus”	from	Reading Street Sleuth,	pp.	30–31.	Then	have	partners take turns reading each paragraph of the selection.

ACCESS TEXT Guide	children	as	they	work	on	the	Be	a	Sleuth	section.	

Look for Clues	Have	children	review	the	text	and	images	to	tell	how	the	cactuses	are	useful	to	 	animals.	Ask	children	where,	outside	of	this	selection,	they	could	look	to	find	more	clues.	
Ask Questions	Review	the	information	about	desert	plants	and	animals.	Think	about	the	things	in	the	desert.	What	else	do	you	want	to	know	about	desert	plants	or	animals?	Have	volunteers	share	their	questions.	If	time	permits,	have	the	group	choose	one	question	to	research	together.	
Make Your Case	Have	children	work	together	to	make	a	chart	that	lists	the	things trees in a forest are used for and then the things cactuses in a desert are	used	for.	Have	the	group	look	at	the	information	and	answer	the	question.	Remind	them	to	give	reasons	for	their	answer	choice.

1

bear	 forest	 hummingbirds
leaves	 squirrels	 woodpecker
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More Reading for  Group Time

ON-LEVEL

Forest

by Rita Crosby

Help theHelp the
Forest

Earth Science

PeoplePeople

Reviews
•	Concept	Vocabulary
•	Author’s	Purpose

Use this suggested Leveled Reader or	other	text	at	children’s	instructional	level.

Use the Leveled Reader Database for lesson plans and student pages for People Help the Forest.

Life in the Forest SG•73
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Access for All
Day 5

Build Word Knowledge

Practice Singular and Plural Nouns

REVIEW If needed, revisit the conventions lesson on p. 159c.

IDENTIFY SINGULAR AND PLURAL NOUNS Have	children	
return	to	“The	

Friendly	Cactus
”	to	identify	nou

ns	in	the	select
ion.	Label	colum

ns	in	a	T-chart	

Singular and Plural and ask children to classify each noun as one or the other.

Text-Based Comprehension

REREAD “The Friendly Cactus” Have	partners
	

reread	“The	Frie
ndly	Cactus.”	

EXTEND UNDERSTANDING Talk	together	a
bout	

the differences between the nests that are  discussed 

in the selection. 

PERFORMANCE TASK • Prove It! Ask children 

to	draw	a	cactu
s	that	is	being	u

sed	by	more	than	

one	desert	anim
al.	They	should

	label	their	draw
ings.	

Have	children	u
se	the	text	and	

other	reference
s	to	

draw	and	label	
their	pictures.	E

ncourage	them
	to	

label	several	ite
ms	and	to	describ

e	the	action.	Lo
ok	for	evidence

	that	children	

understand	the
	relationship	be

tween	the	cactu
s	and	the	animals.	

COMMUNICATE Invite children to tell about their pictures and read the labels 

to	the	group.	En
courage	the	cla

ss	to	ask	quest
ions	and	discus

s	each	drawing
.	
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More Reading for  

Group Time

ON-LEVEL

Forest

by Rita Crosby

Help theHelp the

Forest

Earth Science

PeoplePeople

Reviews
•	Concept	Voca

bulary

•	Author’s	Purp
ose

Use this suggested Leveled Reader 

or	other	text	at	
children’s	instru

ctional	

level.

Use the Leveled Reader Database for 

lesson plans and student pages for 

People Help the Forest.

 Common Core 

State Standards

Foundational Skills 2.b. Orally	 

produce	single-
syllable	words	b

y	

blending	sound
s	(phonemes),	including 

consonant blends. Foundational 

Skills 2.c. Isolate and pronounce 

initial,	medial	vowel,	and
	final	sounds	

(phonemes)	in	spoken	si
ngle-syllable	

words. Foundational Skills 3. Know	

and	apply	grad
e-level	phonics

	and	

word analysis skills in decoding words.  

Foundational Skills 3.c. Know	final	-e 

and	common	vowel	team	conventions	

for representing long vowel sounds.  

Also Foundational Skills 4.a., 

Speaking/Listening 1., 4., 5.

SG•74	 Communities	•	Unit	2	
•	Week	5

On-Level
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TRY	THIS	 Grade	3	Sample	Week	 to	see	if	you	can
Read Like a Detective!

Reading Street	Teacher's	Edition



Did that leaf just move? It did! It’s a frog!  

A leaf frog uses camouflage to blend into  

its surroundings. Camouflage is an  

adaptation that helps animals survive.  

An animal’s coloring or shape can help  

it hide in plain sight. Predators have a  

hard time spying camouflaged animals. 

However, predators also use camouflage  

to sneak up on prey. Leopards’ spots help  

them blend into their surroundings. They wait for  

their prey in shadows or in shaded grass. Their prey  

may not notice the leopard until it is too late. 

Mimicry is another survival adaptation. Mimicry 

is when an animal looks like, or copies, another living 

thing or an object. Some animals 

are harmless, so they mimic 

dangerous animals. This 

tricks predators into not 

wanting to eat them. For 

example, the underside 

of an owl butterfly’s wing 

has a large spot.  

It looks like an owl’s  

eye. When predators  

28

RDG13_SE03_SLEUTH_U2_W5.indd   28 2/23/12   2:07 PM



Did that leaf just move? It did! It’s a frog!  

A leaf frog uses camouflage to blend into  

its surroundings. Camouflage is an  

adaptation that helps animals survive.  

An animal’s coloring or shape can help  

it hide in plain sight. Predators have a  

hard time spying camouflaged animals. 

However, predators also use camouflage  

to sneak up on prey. Leopards’ spots help  

them blend into their surroundings. They wait for  

their prey in shadows or in shaded grass. Their prey  

may not notice the leopard until it is too late. 

Mimicry is another survival adaptation. Mimicry 

is when an animal looks like, or copies, another living 

thing or an object. Some animals 

are harmless, so they mimic 

dangerous animals. This 

tricks predators into not 

wanting to eat them. For 

example, the underside 

of an owl butterfly’s wing 

has a large spot.  

It looks like an owl’s  

eye. When predators  

28

RDG13_SE03_SLEUTH_U2_W5.indd   28 2/23/12   2:07 PM

see the butterfly, they are scared off. They  

are fooled into thinking the butterfly  

is an owl, a creature that might attack  

them instead. By looking like this animal,  

owl butterflies have a better chance of  

surviving. 

Predators also use mimicry to attract  

prey. An alligator snapping turtle has a  

tongue that looks like a worm. Fish like to  

eat worms, and snapping turtles like to eat  

fish! These turtles use their tongues to catch fish.  

Chomp!

Camouflage and mimicry are adaptations that 

help animals survive. Next time you are outside see 

what animals you can spy. 

Sleuth Work
Gather Evidence How are camouflage and mimicry  
alike and different? Make a Venn diagram. 

Ask Questions Write an interesting  
question about one of the animals that  
uses mimicry or camouflage. Where  
could you find the answer to your  
question?

Make Your Case Which do you  
think is more useful, camouflage or  
mimicry? Using details from the text,  
explain your reasoning.

29
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Access for All DAY 1

Pearson eText
•	Student Edition
•	Leveled Reader Database
•	Reading Street Sleuth

Build Word Knowledge
Reteach Amazing Words 
Repeat	the	definition	of	the	word.	We	learned	that	the	word	vital	means	nec-
essary.	Then	use	the	word	in	a	sentence.	It	is	vital	that	she	takes	the	medicine.

Team Talk TALK ABOUT IT Have	students	take	turns	using	the	word	vital	
in	a	sentence.	Continue	this	routine	to	practice	the	Amazing	Words	burrow	
and	dormant.	Review	the	concept	map	with	students.	Discuss	other	words	
they	can	add	to	the	concept	map.

Corrective  
feedback

If... students	need	more	practice	with	the	Amazing	Words,
then... use	visuals	from	the	Student	Edition	or	online	sources	
to	clarify	meaning.

Text-Based Comprehension
Read
READ “I Spy” Have	students	track	the	print	as	
you	read	“I	Spy”	from	Reading Street Sleuth	on	
pp. 28–29.

ACCESS TEXT Discuss	the	Sleuth	Work	section	
with	students	and	provide	support	as	needed	as	they	
work	on	it.	Remind	students	that	they	can	use	these	
steps	with	other	texts	they	read.

Gather Evidence Talk	together	about	the	difference	
between	facts	and	opinions.	Have	partners	work	together	to	make	a	Venn	dia-
gram.	Remind	students	to	use	facts	to	complete	their	diagrams.

Ask Questions Talk	together	about	the	questions	students	asked.	Then	
discuss	sources	that	may	help	students	find	the	answers	to	their	questions.	If	
time	permits,	have	partners	work	together	to	research	their	questions.

Make Your Case Talk	together	about	text	details	that	provide	convincing	
evidence	on	each	side	of	the	issue.	Then	have	students	choose	a	side	to	the	
issue.	Have	them	work	with	a	small	group	of	students	on	the	same	side	of	the	
issue.	They	should	note	details	from	the	text	to	support	their	positions.

1

2

Use	these	suggested	Leveled		
Readers	or	other	text	at	student’s	
instructional	level.

Use	the	Leveled	Reader	Database	for	
lesson	plans	and	student	pages	for	
Birds’ Nests	and	All About Birds.	

More Reading for  
Group Time

CONCEPT LITERACY BELOW-LEVEL

By Sunita Apte by Kate Butler

Life Science

Practice
Concept	Words

Reviews
•	Main	Idea	and	
Details

•	Text	Structure
•	Selection	
Vocabulary

Amazing Bird Nests SG•71
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Strategic intervention
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Access for All DAY 5

Pearson eText
•	Student Edition
•	Leveled Reader Database
•	Reading Street Sleuth

Build Word Knowledge
Review Plural Possessive Nouns
IDENTIFY Choral	read	the	bottom	of	p.	357	with	students	to	review	plu-
ral	possessive	nouns.	Have	partners	reread	the	student	model	on	p.	357	to	
find	examples	of	how	the	author	used	plural	possessive	nouns	in	the	set	of	
directions.	Allow	time	for	students	to	discuss	their	examples	and	correct	any	
misunderstandings.

Text-Based Comprehension
Read
REREAD “I Spy” Have	partners	reread	“I	Spy,”	with	
partners	alternating	paragraphs.

EXTEND UNDERSTANDING Talk	together	about	
how	animals	use	camouflage	and	mimicry	to	protect	
themselves.	Invite	students	to	share	additional	exam-
ples	of	animals	that	use	camouflage	or	mimicry.

PERFORMANCE TASK • Prove It! Have	students	
choose	a	familiar	animal.	Have	them	create	a	way	
in	which	the	animal	could	adapt	by	using	camouflage	or	mimicry	to	better	
survive.	Then	have	them	draw	a	picture	of	the	animal	with	the	adaptation.	
Students	should	include	a	caption	that	explains	what	the	adaptation	is	and	
how	it	helps	the	animal	to	survive.	Remind	students	to	refer	to	the	text	for	
camouflage	and	mimicry	examples.	

COMMUNICATE Have	small	groups	share	their	new	animal	adaptations	with	
each	other.	Invite	listeners	to	restate	the	new	animal	adaptations	from	each	
student’s	presentation.	

1
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Use	these	suggested	Leveled		
Readers	or	other	text	at	student’s	
instructional	level.

Use	the	Leveled	Reader	Database	for	
lesson	plans	and	student	pages	for	
Birds’ Nests	and	All About Birds.	

More Reading for  
Group Time

CONCEPT LITERACY BELOW-LEVEL

By Sunita Apte by Kate Butler

Life Science

Practice
Concept	Words

Reviews
•	Main	Idea	and	
Details

•	Text	Structure
•	Selection	
Vocabulary

Amazing Bird Nests SG•75
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Strategic intervention
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Access for All DAY 5

Pearson eText
•	Student Edition
•	Leveled Reader Database
•	Reading Street Sleuth

Build Word Knowledge
Review Plural Possessive Nouns
IDENTIFY Choral	read	the	bottom	of	p.	357	with	students	to	review	plu-
ral	possessive	nouns.	Have	partners	reread	the	student	model	on	p.	357	to	
find	examples	of	how	the	author	used	plural	possessive	nouns	in	the	set	of	
directions.	Allow	time	for	students	to	discuss	their	examples	and	correct	any	
misunderstandings.

Text-Based Comprehension
Read
REREAD “I Spy” Have	partners	reread	“I	Spy,”	with	
partners	alternating	paragraphs.

EXTEND UNDERSTANDING Talk	together	about	
how	animals	use	camouflage	and	mimicry	to	protect	
themselves.	Invite	students	to	share	additional	exam-
ples	of	animals	that	use	camouflage	or	mimicry.

PERFORMANCE TASK • Prove It! Have	students	
choose	a	familiar	animal.	Have	them	create	a	way	
in	which	the	animal	could	adapt	by	using	camouflage	or	mimicry	to	better	
survive.	Then	have	them	draw	a	picture	of	the	animal	with	the	adaptation.	
Students	should	include	a	caption	that	explains	what	the	adaptation	is	and	
how	it	helps	the	animal	to	survive.	Remind	students	to	refer	to	the	text	for	
camouflage	and	mimicry	examples.	

COMMUNICATE Have	small	groups	share	their	new	animal	adaptations	with	
each	other.	Invite	listeners	to	restate	the	new	animal	adaptations	from	each	
student’s	presentation.	
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Use	these	suggested	Leveled		
Readers	or	other	text	at	student’s	
instructional	level.

Use	the	Leveled	Reader	Database	for	
lesson	plans	and	student	pages	for	
Birds’ Nests	and	All About Birds.	

More Reading for  
Group Time

CONCEPT LITERACY BELOW-LEVEL

By Sunita Apte by Kate Butler
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Concept	Words
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Access for AllDAY 1

Build Word Knowledge
Practice Amazing Words
DEFINE IT Elicit the definition for the word vital from students. Ask: How 
would you describe something that is vital to another student? (Possible 
response: Something that is vital is necessary or important.) Clarify or give a 
definition when necessary. Continue with the words burrow and dormant. 

Team Talk TALK ABOUT IT Have students internalize meanings. Ask: How 
can you pair the Amazing Words together in a sentence? (Possible response: 
It is vital for some animals to find a safe place to burrow where they can stay 
dormant in the winter.) Allow time for students to play with the words. Review 
the concept map with students. Discuss other words they can add to the con-
cept map.

Text-Based Comprehension
Read
READ ALOUD “I Spy” Have partners read “I Spy” 
from Reading Street Sleuth on pp. 28–29.

ACCESS TEXT Discuss the Sleuth Work section 
with students before they work on it. Remind stu-
dents that they can use these steps with other texts 
they read. 

Gather Evidence Have partners work together to 
make a Venn diagram. Remind students to revisit the 
text to find evidence to complete their diagram. 

Ask Questions Remind students that facts can be proven. Then talk about 
the questions students asked. If time permits, have students research the 
answers to their questions. 

Make Your Case Talk together about text details that provide convincing 
evidence on each side of the issue. Then have students who choose to repre-
sent the same side of the issue work together to note details from the text to 
support their positions.

1

2

Independent Reading 
Options

Trade Book Library

Teacher Guides are available on the 
Leveled Reader Database.

If... students need more scaffolding 
and practice with Vocabulary,
then... use the activities on  
pp. DI•117−DI•118 in the Teacher 
Resources section on SuccessNet. 

 Common Core 
State Standards

Informational Text 2. Determine the 
main idea of a text; recount the key 
details and explain how they support 
the main idea. Informational Text 8.  
Describe the logical connection 
between particular sentences and 
paragraphs in a text. Foundational 
Skills 4. Read with sufficient 
accuracy and fluency to support 
comprehension. Language 6.  
Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate conversational, general 
academic, and domain-specific 
words and phrases, including those 
that signal spatial and temporal 
relationships (e.g., After dinner that 
night we went looking for them). Also 
Language 4.a.
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Access for AllDAY 5

Build Word Knowledge
Practice Plural Possessive Nouns
IDENTIFY Discuss with students the form and use of plural possessive 
nouns. Have partners read the student model on p. 357 to find exam-
ples of how the author used plural possessive nouns in the set of direc-
tions. Allow time for students to discuss their examples and correct any 
misunderstandings.

Text-Based Comprehension
Read
REREAD “I Spy” Have partners reread “I Spy.” 

EXTEND UNDERSTANDING Talk together about 
interesting facts students discovered while reading 
the text. Invite students to confirm why the details 
they shared are indeed facts rather than opinions. 

PERFORMANCE TASK • Prove It! Have students 
choose a familiar animal. Have them create a way in 
which the animal could adapt by using camouflage 
or mimicry to better survive. Then have them draw a picture of the animal 
with the adaptation. Students should include a caption that explains what the 
adaptation is and how it helps the animal to survive. Remind students to use 
descriptive words in their writing.

COMMUNICATE Have small groups share their new animal adaptations with 
each other. Invite listeners to ask questions about each student’s presentation.

1

2

More Reading for  
Group Time

ON-LEVEL

Bills
BeaksBeaks

Bills
by M.C. Hall

andand

Life Science

Reviews
•	Main	Idea	and	Details
•	Text	Structure
•	Selection	Vocabulary

Use this suggested Leveled Reader 
or other text at student’s instructional 
level.

Use the Leveled Reader Database for 
lesson plans and student pages for 
Bills and Beaks. 

 Common Core 
State Standards

Foundational Skills 4. Read with 
sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension.  
Language 1. Demonstrate command 
of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. Language 2.d. Form and 
use possessives. Language 6.  
Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate conversational, general 
academic, and domain-specific 
words and phrases, including those 
that signal spatial and temporal 
relationships (e.g., After dinner that 
night we went looking for them). 
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Access for AllDAY 5

Build Word Knowledge
Practice Plural Possessive Nouns
IDENTIFY Discuss with students the form and use of plural possessive 
nouns. Have partners read the student model on p. 357 to find exam-
ples of how the author used plural possessive nouns in the set of direc-
tions. Allow time for students to discuss their examples and correct any 
misunderstandings.

Text-Based Comprehension
Read
REREAD “I Spy” Have partners reread “I Spy.” 

EXTEND UNDERSTANDING Talk together about 
interesting facts students discovered while reading 
the text. Invite students to confirm why the details 
they shared are indeed facts rather than opinions. 

PERFORMANCE TASK • Prove It! Have students 
choose a familiar animal. Have them create a way in 
which the animal could adapt by using camouflage 
or mimicry to better survive. Then have them draw a picture of the animal 
with the adaptation. Students should include a caption that explains what the 
adaptation is and how it helps the animal to survive. Remind students to use 
descriptive words in their writing.

COMMUNICATE Have small groups share their new animal adaptations with 
each other. Invite listeners to ask questions about each student’s presentation.

1

2

More Reading for  
Group Time

ON-LEVEL

Bills
BeaksBeaks

Bills
by M.C. Hall

andand

Life Science

Reviews
•	Main	Idea	and	Details
•	Text	Structure
•	Selection	Vocabulary

Use this suggested Leveled Reader 
or other text at student’s instructional 
level.

Use the Leveled Reader Database for 
lesson plans and student pages for 
Bills and Beaks. 

 Common Core 
State Standards

Foundational Skills 4. Read with 
sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension.  
Language 1. Demonstrate command 
of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. Language 2.d. Form and 
use possessives. Language 6.  
Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate conversational, general 
academic, and domain-specific 
words and phrases, including those 
that signal spatial and temporal 
relationships (e.g., After dinner that 
night we went looking for them). 
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Access for AllDAY 1

Build Word Knowledge
Extend Amazing Words
Team Talk Have students define vital. Discuss other names for vital. 

Continue with burrow and dormant. 

Text-Based Comprehension
Read
READ “I Spy” Have students read “I Spy” from 
Reading Street Sleuth on pp. 28–29.

ACCESS TEXT Discuss the Sleuth Work section 
with students before they work on it. Remind stu-
dents that they can use these steps with other texts 
they read.

Gather Evidence Have students create a Venn dia-
gram that lists how camouflage and mimicry are alike 
and different. Evidence from the text should be used to create these Venn 
diagrams.

Ask Questions Have students share their questions. If time permits, have 
students begin researching the answers to their questions.

Make Your Case Talk with students about how evidence in a text can help 
readers draw conclusions. Have students share their conclusions, pointing out 
evidence from the text that supports these conclusions.

Inquiry: Extend Concepts
IDENTIFY QUESTIONS Have students think about questions they have 
about birds’ nests. Ask them to use these questions to research one kind of 
bird and explain how it builds its nest. Throughout the week, they will gather 
information. Have them look for pictures they can use during their presenta-
tion. On Day 5, they will present what they have learned.

1

2

3

If... students need more scaffolding 
and practice with Vocabulary,
then... use the activities on  
pp. DI•117−DI•118 in the Teacher 
Resources section on SuccessNet. 

 Common Core 
State Standards

Informational Text 1. Ask and 
answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, referring 
explicitly to the text as the basis for 
the answers. Foundational Skills 4.  
Read with sufficient accuracy and 
fluency to support comprehension.  
Language 1. Demonstrate command 
of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. Language 4. Determine 
or clarify the meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 3 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range 
of strategies. Language 6. Acquire 
and use accurately grade-appropriate 
conversational, general academic, and 
domain-specific words and phrases, 
including those that signal spatial 
and temporal relationships (e.g., After 
dinner that night we went looking for 
them).
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Access for AllDAY 5

Build Word Knowledge
Extend Plural Possessive Nouns
IDENTIFY AND EXTEND Encourage students to explain the form and use 
of plural possessive nouns. Have partners read the student model on p. 357 
to find examples of how the author used plural possessive nouns in the set 
of directions. Encourage students to write directions of their own using plural 
possessive nouns. Allow time for students to discuss their directions and cor-
rect any misunderstandings.

Text-Based Comprehension
Read
REREAD “I Spy” Have partners reread “I Spy.” 
Have partners discuss which animal they find the 
most interesting. Encourage students to use evi-
dence from the text to support their opinions.

EXTEND UNDERSTANDING Talk together about 
new facts students learned about camouflage and 
mimicry. Review the idea that facts can be proven.

PERFORMANCE TASK • Prove It! Have students 
choose a familiar animal. Have them create a way 
in which the animal could adapt by using camouflage or mimicry to better 
survive. Then have them draw a picture of the animal with the adaptation. 
Students should include a caption that explains what the adaptation is and 
how it helps the animal to survive. Invite students to expand their caption to a 
short paragraph that describes their animal adaptation.

COMMUNICATE Have partners share their new animal adaptations with each 
other. Encourage partners to choose two details that are most important to 
understanding the adaptation.

Inquiry: Extend Concepts
COMMUNICATE Have students share their inquiry projects on bird nests 
with the rest of the class. 

1

2

3

More Reading for  
Group Time

ADVANCED

Animals of
the Concrete 
Jungle    by Gina Felipe

Life Science

Reviews
•	Main	Ideas	and	Details
•	Text	Structure

Use this suggested Leveled Reader 
or other text at student’s instructional 
level.

Use	the	Leveled	Reader	Database	for	
lesson plans and student pages for 
Animals of the Concrete Jungle.

 Common Core 
State Standards

Foundational Skills 4. Read with 
sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. Speaking/
Listening 4. Report on a topic or text, 
tell a story, or recount an experience 
with appropriate facts and relevant, 
descriptive details, speaking clearly at 
an understandable pace. Language 1.  
Demonstrate	command	of	the	
conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. Language 2.d. Form and 
use possessives.
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Access for AllDAY 5

Build Word Knowledge
Extend Plural Possessive Nouns
IDENTIFY AND EXTEND Encourage students to explain the form and use 
of plural possessive nouns. Have partners read the student model on p. 357 
to find examples of how the author used plural possessive nouns in the set 
of directions. Encourage students to write directions of their own using plural 
possessive nouns. Allow time for students to discuss their directions and cor-
rect any misunderstandings.

Text-Based Comprehension
Read
REREAD “I Spy” Have partners reread “I Spy.” 
Have partners discuss which animal they find the 
most interesting. Encourage students to use evi-
dence from the text to support their opinions.

EXTEND UNDERSTANDING Talk together about 
new facts students learned about camouflage and 
mimicry. Review the idea that facts can be proven.

PERFORMANCE TASK • Prove It! Have students 
choose a familiar animal. Have them create a way 
in which the animal could adapt by using camouflage or mimicry to better 
survive. Then have them draw a picture of the animal with the adaptation. 
Students should include a caption that explains what the adaptation is and 
how it helps the animal to survive. Invite students to expand their caption to a 
short paragraph that describes their animal adaptation.

COMMUNICATE Have partners share their new animal adaptations with each 
other. Encourage partners to choose two details that are most important to 
understanding the adaptation.

Inquiry: Extend Concepts
COMMUNICATE Have students share their inquiry projects on bird nests 
with the rest of the class. 

1

2

3

More Reading for  
Group Time

ADVANCED

Animals of
the Concrete 
Jungle    by Gina Felipe

Life Science

Reviews
•	Main	Ideas	and	Details
•	Text	Structure

Use this suggested Leveled Reader 
or other text at student’s instructional 
level.

Use	the	Leveled	Reader	Database	for	
lesson plans and student pages for 
Animals of the Concrete Jungle.

 Common Core 
State Standards

Foundational Skills 4. Read with 
sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. Speaking/
Listening 4. Report on a topic or text, 
tell a story, or recount an experience 
with appropriate facts and relevant, 
descriptive details, speaking clearly at 
an understandable pace. Language 1.  
Demonstrate	command	of	the	
conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. Language 2.d. Form and 
use possessives.
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Read Like a Detective!

ReadingStreet.com

Grade	1

Grade	4

Grade	2

Grade	5

Grade	3

Grade	6


