
 

 

Co-op offers both semester A & B courses Language Arts for core courses. 

 

English 6 A/B 
Common Core Alignment: Built for Common Core 

Course Grade Level: Middle, Secondary 

This course provides a strong foundation in grammar and the writing process. It emphasizes simple but useful 
composition and language mechanics strategies with multiple opportunities for modeling practical, real-world 
writing situations that will enable students to improve their written communication skills quickly. Through a variety 
of grade-appropriate reading selections, students develop a clear understanding of key literary genres and their 
distinguishing characteristics. 

 

English 7 A/B 
Common Core Alignment: Built for Common Core 

Course Grade Level: Middle, Secondary 
English 7 Integrates the study of writing and literature through the examination of a variety of genres. Students 
identify the elements of composition in the reading selections to understand their function and effect on the 
reader. Practice is provided in narrative and expository writing. Topics include comparison and contrast, 
persuasion, and cause and effect essays, as well as descriptive and figurative language. Lessons are supplemented 
with vocabulary development, grammar, and syntax exercises, along with an introduction to verbal phrases and 
research tools. 

 

English 8 A/B 
Common Core Alignment: Built for Common Core 

Course Grade Level: Middle, Secondary 
Extends the skills developed in English 7 through detailed study of parts of sentences and paragraphs to 
understand their importance to good writing. Students also acquire study skills such as time management and 
improved test-taking strategies. Other topics include punctuation, word choice, syntax, varying of sentence 
structure, subordination and coordination, detail and elaboration, effective use of reference materials, and 
proofreading. 

 

English 9 A/B 
Common Core Alignment: Not Aligned to Common Core 

Course Grade Level: Secondary 
A balance of fiction and nonfiction texts are used throughout the course, and each unit is designed around a 
thematic concept to provide cohesiveness to the skills-based lessons and activities that make up the unit. 

The course intertwines the development of reading skills with the development of writing, speaking and listening, 
and language skills. Students can look forward to a course where the information is delivered in easy-to-digest 
chunks using student-friendly language, with assessments that are tightly aligned to the concepts and skills learned 
in the lesson.  The course design reflects educator feedback about student engagement by featuring a variety of 
interactions, videos, and new student resources, such as worksheets and guided notes. 
 

 



English 10 A/B 
Common Core Alignment: Built for Common Core 

Course Grade Level: Secondary 
This course focuses on using personal experiences, opinions, and interests as a foundation for developing effective 
writing skills. Skills acquired in English I are reinforced and refined. Literary models demonstrate paragraph unity 
and more sophisticated word choice. A research paper is required for completion of course. Topics include 
grammar, sentence and paragraph structure, organizing compositions, and the research paper. 

 

English 11 A/B 
Common Core Alignment: Built for Common Core 

Course Grade Level: Secondary 
English 11A explores the relation between American history and literature from the colonial period through the 
realism and naturalism eras. English 11B explores the relation between American history and literature from the 
modernist period through the contemporary era, and presents learners with relevant cultural and political history. 
Readings are scaffolded with pre-reading information, interactions, and activities to actively engage learners in the 
content. The lessons in both semesters focus on developing grammar, vocabulary, speech, and writing skills. 

 

English 12 A/B 
Common Core Alignment: Built for Common Core 

Course Grade Level: Secondary 
In keeping with the model established in English 11, these courses emphasize the study of literature in the context 
of specific historical periods, beginning with the Anglo-Saxon and medieval periods in Britain. Each lesson includes 
tutorials and embedded lesson activities that provide for a more engaging and effective learning experience. 
Semester B covers the romantic, Victorian, and modern eras. End of unit tests ensure mastery of the concepts 
taught in each unit, and exemptive pretests allow students to focus on content that they have yet to master. 

 

Business English A/B 
Course Grade Level: Secondary 
Business English is designed to strengthen students’ ability to read and write in the workplace. Writing for business 
purposes is a main focus of the course. Students will learn how to communicate effectively through email and 
instant messaging, as well as format specific types of business messages and workplace documents. The role of 
digital media, visuals, and graphics in workplace communication will be explored. The importance of 
professionalism, ethics, and other positive skills are also emphasized in the course. Additionally, guidance is 
provided to help students through the process of searching, applying, and interviewing for a job. 

 

Creative Writing 
Course Grade Level: Secondary 

Course Subject: Electives 
This course is designed to get students to pursue creative writing as a vocation or as a hobby. To that purpose, it 
exposes them to different genres and techniques of creative writing, as also the key elements (such as plot and 
characterization in fiction) in each genre. Great creative writing does not come merely by reading about the craft—
one also needs ideas; a process for planning, drafting and revising; and the opportunity to experiment with 
different forms and genres. The lesson tutorials in this course familiarize students with the basic structure and 
elements of different types or genres of writing. The course is based on Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
standards designed to help students prepare for entry into a wide range of careers in creative writing fields. 

 

 

 



Academic Success 
Course Grade Level: Secondary 

Course Subject: Electives 
As in other areas of life, success in academics results from learning and practicing positive habits. This one-
semester elective provides practical, hands-on guidance on developing and improving study habits and skills, 
regardless of a student's level of accomplishment. Academic Success includes five lessons and two course activities 
in a flexible structure that is adaptable to the needs and circumstances of individual students. The course can also 
be used for college-level developmental education. 


