
 

The Iditarod Sled Dog Race Game 
Race from Anchorage to Nome, Alaska in the Iditarod Sled Dog Race. With this game, test your knowledge of the 

Iditarod, Alaskan wildlife, and Alaska and be the first to reach Nome 

There are two versions of the race, therefore two game boards. During even years, the race uses the Northern Route 

and during odd years, they use the Southern Route. 

What you need: 

• Printed version of the game board you want to use (Do not resize gameboards. Print gameboards at actual size.) 

• Printouts of the About the Iditarod Race, About Alaskan Wildlife, and About Alaska trivia questions and answer 

keys. 

• Game pieces such as pony beads or other small items to use as player markers along the trial 

• Standard 6-sided die 

 

To Play: 

Each player starts in Anchorage. 

The first player rolls the die. Depending on which gameboard is being used depends on the move. See reference chart 

below.  For example, if using the Northern Route game board, when a player rolls an even number (2, 4, or 6) they move 

their marker the amount on the die. If an odd number is rolled (1, 3, or 5), prior to moving their marker, the player must 

answer a trivia question. If they answer correctly, they can move forward. If they answer incorrectly, they must move 

back the number on the die. (You may wish to allow use of outside resources to help players answer questions.) 

Question selection is based on the current space the player occupies on the gameboard and the number on the die. For 

example, if a player is on space 15 and rolled a 1, they will need to correctly answer question 15 from the "About the 

Iditarod Race" questions. Questions are read and answers verified by an opposing player. 

Use the chart below for reference of Gameboard Action. 

Gameboard Action Northern Route Southern Route 

Move forward if: Roll a 2, 4, or 6 Roll a 1, 3, or 5 

Answer Trivia Question: Roll a 1, 3, or 5 Roll a 2, 4, or 6 

About the Iditarod Race Roll a 1 Roll a 2 

About Alaskan Wildlife Roll a 3 Roll a 4 

About Alaska Roll a 5 Roll a 6 

 

The player that reaches Nome, Alaska first is declared winner of the race. However, all players can play until they cross 

the finish line, just as is done in the Iditarod. 

Simplified game play variation for younger children: The first player rolls the die. Depending on which gameboard is 

being used depends on the move. If using the Northern route, when an even number is rolled, the player moves 

forward. If an odd number is rolled, then the player moves back the number on the die. For the Southern Route, when 

an odd number is rolled, the player moves forward. If an even number is rolled, the player moves back. The winner is 

declared the same as in the above version.  

 

 



 

  About the Iditarod Race 
1. What is the purpose of the Iditarod? 

2. In what month does the Iditarod take place? 

3. What is the average number of dogs per team? 

4. At least how many dogs must be in harness pulling the sled at the finish line? 

5. What is the most popular breed of dog for the teams? 

6. What do the dogs wear during the race? 

7. What command do mushers use to tell their dogs "Let's go?" 

8. What command do mushers use to tell their team to "Stop?" 

9. What does "dog in basket" mean? 

10. What is it called when the musher pushes the sled with one foot while the other remains on the sled? 

11. Name three pieces of required gear for the race. 

12. In what year did the first full-length Iditarod run? 

13. Who is known as the "Mother of the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race?" 

14. Who is known as the "Father of the Iditarod?" 

15. What is the nickname for the Iditarod race? 

16. What is awarded to the last musher to finish the race? 

17. What is the name of the award given to an outstanding lead dog and is chosen by the mushers? 

18. What is the name of the light that is lit at 10:00 a.m. on the first Sunday of March and attached to the Burled 

Arch, the official finish line, and remains lit until the last musher crosses the finish line? 

19. Who was the first winner of the Iditarod? 

20. Who is currently the only 5-time winner of the Iditarod who won in 3 different decades? 

21. Who is currently the youngest musher to win the race? 

22. Who is the oldest musher to run the race? 

23. Who was the first female winner? 

24. While the distance of the race can vary depending on the trail and weather conditions, approximately how long 

it the trail? 

25. Anchorage is considered the ceremonial start. Where does the competitive start typically take place? 

26. Excluding Anchorage and Nome, which town on the trail is the largest? 

 

Resource link for Iditarod questions: https://iditarod.com/ 
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About Alaskan Wildlife 
 

1. This bear can weigh up to 1,500 pounds. 

2. Which bear has a white coat that serves as camouflage for hunting in the snow? 

3. What are domesticated and semi-domesticated caribou called? 

4. What wolf-like member of the dog family is a considered a "20th century new-comer" in Alaskan wildlife?  

5. There are over 7,000 to 11,000 of this canine pack animal, with 2 recognized subspecies of the Grey and Timber.  

6. What is one of the two bison subspecies found in Alaska? 

7. What is the most common and widely distributed bat in Alaska? 

8. Which animal is America's largest rodent and have been trapped for their fur? 

9. What animal resembles a long-tail weasel and has a reddish-brown coat in the summer that turns white in the 

winter, except for the tip of its tail that stays black year-round? 

10. What species of fox is found in the treeless tundra through the Artic regions of Alaska? 

11. What is the most common species of hare in Alaska whose fur turns white in the winter? 

12. What is another name for the tundra hare? 

13. What member of the Mustelidae family has been sought after for use in making fur coats and its oil for medicine 

and cosmetic products? 

14. What is the largest member of the deer family and is found throughout Alaska? 

15. What is the common name for the animal Inupiaq-speaking Eskimos call omingmak which means "the animal 

with skin like a beard?" 

16. Which sea lion is the largest in the world? 

17. Name one of the seal species found in Alaska. 

18. These white sheep live in the alpine areas in subarctic mountain ranges of Alaska and are known for their 

massive, curled horns. 

19. The most distinctive feature of this animal is their two ivory tusks. These animals primarily live in the shallow 

waters of the northern Bering and Chukchi seas. 

20. Name one of the whale species that can be seen in the Alaskan waters. 

21. This sluggish, bottom-dwelling fish is only found in Alaska and eastern Siberia and is unique because it has a 

modified esophagus that allows them to live off atmospheric oxygen. 

22. Name one of the species of salmon that thrive in Alaska. 

23. This is Alaska's largest bird of prey, the symbol of America, and a spiritual symbol for Alaska Natives.  

24. This is the Alaska state bird. 

25. These birds spend most of their time on the sea, are known for their colorful summer beaks, and have been 

called the "Clowns of the Sea", "Sea Parrots" or "Artic Monks." Name one of the two species that live in Alaska.  

26. Considered one of the most beautifully plumed sea ducks, this duck nests along swiftly moving rivers and 

streams and winters along rugged and exposed coastlines. Its nickname is Sea Mouse. 

 

Resource link for Alaskan wildlife questions:  https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=animals.main 
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About Alaska 
 

1. When was Alaska admitted into the Union? 

2. When was Alaska admitted into the Union it became which number state?  

3. When Alaska was purchased from Russia for 7.2 million dollars (about 2 cents and acre) in 1867, what was deal 

called in the press? 

4. What is Alaska's nickname? 

5. What is Alaska's state motto? 

6. What is the capital of Alaska? 

7. What is the Alaskan state bird? 

8. What is the Alaskan state flower? 

9. What is Alaska's state sport? 

10. How old was Benny Benson when his idea was chosen for the design of the Alaskan state flag? 

11. What is the lowest temperature ever recorded in Alaska? 

12. What is the highest temperature ever recorded in Alaska? 

13. 17 of the 20 highest peaks in the United States are in Alaska. What is the highest peak in North America? 

14. What was Denali once called? 

15. What is the longest river in Alaska? 

16. Approximately how close is mainland Alaska to mainland Russia at their closest points? 

17. What natural phenomenon can be seen well in Fairbanks, Alaska approximately 4 months of the year? 

18. There are an estimated 100,000 glaciers in Alaska. Measuring approximately 1,900 square miles including its 

associated ice field, what is the largest glacier in Alaska? 

19. What was created after the 1912 eruption of Navarupta Volcano, one of more than 70 potentially active 

volcanoes in Alaska? 

20. What was the magnitude of the strongest earthquake recorded in North America that happened in 1964 in 

Alaska's Prince William Sound? 

21. The Tongass National Forest in southeast Alaska is not only the largest national forest but also this type of 

forest. 

22. About 60% of America's commercial fisheries are in Alaska. Name one of the main types of seafood harvested 

there. 

23. Name one of the two oceans that border Alaska.  

24. Alaska is home to North America's longest dual use (rail & highway) tunnel and connect Anchorage to Whittier. 

What is it called? 

25. What is the name of the archipelago that consists of 14 large volcanic islands and 55 smaller islands and serve as 

a border between the Pacific Ocean and the Bering Sea? 

26. What is the name of the sled dog race that takes place in March? 

 

Resource links for Alaska questions:  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alaska 

https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/alaska-facts.html 

http://alaska.gov/kids/learn/facts.htm 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Alaska 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alaska
https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/alaska-facts.html
http://alaska.gov/kids/learn/facts.htm
https://www.britannica.com/place/Alaska
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